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Serving Westport, Weston, Fairfield, and Easton Since 1966 

One of the most important things Aspetuck Land Trust members 
make possible is the preservation of local open space from develop-
ment so people can enjoy the great outdoors and wildlife has a place 
to call home. Since 1966, we’ve preserved over 130 properties on 
1,700+ acres in the towns of Westport, Weston, Fairfield, Easton, 
Redding, Wilton and Bridgeport. This includes 45 trailed nature 
preserves and 40 miles of hiking trails we maintain for the public.

Southport Beach Property Preserved
We recently purchased 0.72 acres of open space on 
Pequot Avenue directly across from Southport Beach 
in Southport. Originally on the market for $799,000, 
we purchased the property for $105,000 and closed on 
September 25. This acquisition prevented a house from 
being built in this highly erodible area which would have 
had negative impacts on both the character and beauty 
of the beach and the water quality of Sasco Brook and 
Long Island Sound. We would like to thank the South-
port Conservancy and local residents for their support. 
The Southport Conservancy preserves and restores the 
unique and historical buildings and property of the 
Southport community. For more information visit 
www.southportconservancy.org.

Future Land Saving Projects
Once land is developed it’s gone forever.  That’s why we’ve 
spent the past two years working with students from the 
Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies to  
develop web based maps to identify properties we want 
to preserve. As a result, we’re currently working with a 
local land owner to purchase 38 acres in Weston adja-
cent to our 86 acre Honey Hill Preserve, and looking at 
a number of other properties in Weston and Wilton to 
create a 400+ acre contiguous open space. This is the  
“last frontier” of open space in our 4 towns!

View from the recently preserved Southport Beach 
property at 1400 Pequot Avenue.

Westonite  
Donates 6 Acres
We are happy to announce 
the preservation of 6 acres of 
upland forest (3 building lots) 
on Steep Hill Road in Weston 
donated by Howard Aibel who 
wanted to preserve the land 
that he and his wife loved and 
which inspired them to move 

to Weston. Open space is inviting and beautiful. It helps 
us breath and makes us happy.

> L A N D  P R O T E C T I O N

Howard Aibel, donor of 6 acres 
of land off Steep Hill Road in 
Weston.
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Protecting Butterfly Habitats
One of our recent priorities has been to improve habitats for pollinators like 
honey bees and Monarch butterflies. Our Sasqua Wildflower Preserve across 
from the Pequot Library on Westway Rd in Fairfield was recently designated a 
Monarch Waystation and was featured in an article in the Minuteman News-
papers reprinted below. It’s amazing how nature will come if you plant it or 
just let it grow! As a homeowner you can help by planting native plants on 
your property or turning your lawn into a meadow. You will be amazed by the 
amount of buzzing wildlife you will attract! 

Improving Fish Habitats
We have completed a number of projects to improve fish habitat on the 
rivers and streams that run through our properties. We removed an 
old dam on the Mill River in Easton at our Warner Angler’s Preserve 
on South Park Avenue and installed a fish ladder in Hawley’s Brook in 
Trout Brook Valley northwest of marker #1 where the white trail crosses 
the brook. We recently supported a project by the Nature Conservancy 
to install a fish passage on the Aspetuck River at a dam built by Paul 
Newman in the 1960’s which is adjacent to our 39 acre Newman Poses 
Nature Preserve. The fish passage will allow migratory fish to reach two 
more miles of important upstream spawning habitat on the Aspetuck 
River. In the 5.7 miles between its mouth and the Aspetuck Reservoir 
the Aspetuck River has 23 dams! The Newman dam is one such barrier. 
Mr. Newman liked to float down the Aspetuck River in the summer and 
take a dip in its cold waters in the winter. There is a sign at the Preserve 
describing the project which you can find by hiking the trail closest to 
the river. We encourage all property owners who own dams to remove 
them or build a fish passage. For more information, contact the Con-
necticut Chapter of the Nature Conservancy at CT@tnc.org.

> L A N D  C O N S E R V A T I O N

Aspetuck Land Trust member donations support our efforts to improve wildlife habitats on our nature preserves 
and maintain our properties. Land Trust paid staff and a committed cadre of over 200 volunteers help us take 
care of our properties. We are currently improving wildlife habitats on over 40 acres of land. To learn more, see 
Protecting Land on our website.

The Sasqua Wildflower Preserve in Southport  
is now an official Monarch Waystation.

Actor Paul Newman swimming in the Aspetuck River 
where a fishway was recently built to allow migratory 
fish to reach important upstream spawning habitat. 

The Newman dam 
before and after fishway 
construction. The 
fishway will be opened 
to pass fish each spring.

BEFORE AFTER
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Volunteers Re-Route Blue/White 
Trail in Trout Brook Valley
With help from volunteers from Aspetuck Land Trust 
and the Fairfield County chapter of the New England 
Mountain Bike Association (FC NEMBA) we re-routed 
the Blue/White trail in Trout Brook Valley where it 
crosses Freeborn Road. The old trail, built on an erod-
ing fall line was moved and now incorporates a series of 
switchbacks as it meanders down the hillside next to an 
old barn foundation. We received a grant from the Natu-
ral Resource Conservation Service to improve owl and 
bird habitat in this area by removing invasive wisteria 
and barberry and planting evergreens.

Summer Conservation Interns
Every summer we host interns from local high schools 
and colleges. This year we worked with a great crew of 
summer interns from Staples High School in Westport, 
Weston High School, and the University of Connecticut. 
Interns work on a variety of projects including invasive 
removal, and habitat improvement projects. We thought 
you would like to hear from one of the interns directly.

Land Trust Intern Perspective
By Chloe Rosenfield, Graduating Senior, Staples High School.

The first few days we became familiar with the land and 
several different practices and necessary maintenance 
techniques. I built brush piles for small animals to 
safely escape predators. Later that day I learned of garlic 
mustard, an invasive plant that is potentially harmful to 
butterflies. We also chopped down Wisteria, another in-
vasive from Asia. The last day of the week we got to lime 
the blueberry field. I think that all the work is helping me 
better understand the difficulty of farming and maintain-
ing land but also the beauty in nature preserves. I hope 
to help the ecosystem become more stable considering 
the somewhat recent advent of invasives. I think that the 
work I am doing at Aspetuck will be very applicable to 
the environmental field which I am planning to study. 
Although I may want to enter into a more technological 
department, the field work is giving me so much knowl-
edge and awareness of our local environment.

Volunteers help re-route the Blue/White trail in the 1,009 acre Trout 
Brook Valley Conservation Area. Kneeling from left to right: Aspetuck 
Land Trust Trail Steward David Wright, FC NEMBA’s Ryan Tucker & 
Jena Greaser. Standing from left to right: FC NEMBA’s Kyaiera Tucker 
& Dave Francefort, Aspetuck Land Trust Trail Stewards Donna Naser, 
Bob Fatherley, Midge Krisak, Curt Naser & Monika Stokes.

Summer interns from left: Sean Clarke, Henry Blaike and Chloe 
Rosenfield from Staples High School, Bryan Babyak from Weston High 
School, Lisa Brodlie, Aspetuck Land Trust Board & Chair of Land 
Management, and Habitat Manager Lou Bacchiochi.

We would like to thank SavATree for donating their crew and 
equipment to help us complete our early successional habitat restoration 
project in Trout Brook Valley at marker # 1. We are improving habitat 
for Threatened Eastern Box Turtles and birds at this location. For 
SavATree’s timely tips for your own yard, visit: www.savatree.com/
timely-tips/2015/fall/
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Aquarion Water Company Helps 
Aspetuck Land Trust
With help from Aquarion Water Company, we are 
improving our parking areas for visitors to our 1,009 
acre Trout Brook Conservation Area in Easton/Weston.  
These improvements will benefit both neighboring 
homeowners and visitors to this beautiful open space. 

“The Aquarian Water Company considers the Aspetuck 
Land Trust a great environmental partner, and we are 
delighted to assist the organization in helping to develop 
better public access to their property,” says Bruce Sil-
verstone, Aquarion Water Company Vice President of 
Corporate Communications.

 As always, please be sensitive to our neighbors who live 
next to our trail heads. Don’t block access to mailboxes 
and driveways, keep the noise level down, don’t litter, and 
please don’t let dogs run around on the street and into 
neighboring yards.  

Aquarion Water Company donated their equipment and crew to 
build a new parking lot at the Wells Hill Road entrance to the 1,009 
acre Trout Brook Valley Conservation Area.  From left, Gary Haines, 
Aquarion’s Manager of Watershed Maintenance and Forest Operations 
with employee Ron Bombero. Thank you Aquarion Water Company!

Blueberry Pruners 
Every spring, over 100 hardy volunteers turn out to help 
us prune our nearly 1,000 blueberry bushes. Annual 
pruning keeps the bushes healthy and encourage new 
growth which makes more blueberries. If you would like 
to be a blueberry pruner, contact David Brant at dbrant@
aseptucklandtrust.org. We would love to have you!

Blueberry pruning volunteers take a break to pose for a picture. 

Land Trust Member Sticker  
spotted in Austria
Someone recently e-mailed us this picture of an Aspetuck 
Land Trust sticker on a car in Austria!
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Early Days in the Aspetuck Land Trust Area
By Bud Martin

The major changes I have seen in our area 
over the years are the growth of the trees and 
houses. History says that when the first settlers 
arrived they could gallop through the woods 
because there were mostly old growth trees 
without lower branches to impede them. Then 
the settlers took most of them down for char-
coal and farming. In the early 30’s there were 
mostly fields here, either pasture or hay fields 
surrounded by stone walls.

My early memories include a very rocky beach 
at Compo, many fewer houses, views of the 
Sound from most hilltops, 100 car long freight 
trains and trolley cars on the Post Road. I also 
remember when the Hunt Club had a pack of 
hounds that they used for fox hunts. Both men 
and women, galloped across the fields and over 
the walls separating them. They were led by the 
MFH, the Master of Fox Hounds. Alf Allen, 
one of them, was given a Captain’s commission 
in the Cavalry when WWII started! The fox 
hunts were very British with the leaders wear-
ing pinks (actually red and black jackets with 
tails). The first riders to the kill got the brush 
(tail) and head for trophies. The Hunt Club 
also had a pack of beagle hounds for people 
afoot to follow as they traced the scent of rab-
bits. (We kids didn’t exactly relish that activity).

I also remember a Wild West show on Hulls 
Highway in Fairfield with cowboys, Indians 
and Conestoga wagons.

When I was a boy, one could see the rolling 
hills from boats just offshore when, today 
you go out to the middle of the Sound for the 
same view because of all the tall trees near the shore. We also frequently saw porpoises alongside when sail-
ing.  When I went to school in Weston (elementary) there were 4 classrooms. Today there are four schools! 
As a boy in the mid-thirties I used to bicycle to the Merritt Parkway to watch its construction. I also watched 
houses being built when basements were dug out by a horse pulling a scoop. No backhoes or bulldozers in 
those days.

During the war there was so little traffic on the Merritt that, while visiting on furlough I rode a bike from 
North Ave to Wilton Road, a great downhill ride. A guard on the Saugatuck River Bridge tried to stop me, but 
I just breezed by him as I was in uniform!

There was still so little traffic after the war that the Schur’s beagle hound used to sleep in the middle of Davis 
Hill Road to soak up the sun.

Bud Martin, former Aspetuck Land Trust board member standing next 
to a tree planted in honor of his years of service to the Land Trust.
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Southport Wildlife Preserve becomes 
Monarch Butterfly Waystation
By Kendra Wingate
Reprinted with permission from Minuteman Newspapers

The Aspetuck Land Trust’s Sasqua Wildlife Preserve, 
located on Westway Road in Southport, now doubles as a 
newly designated Official Monarch Waystation.

The Monarch butterfly, likely the most familiar North 
American butterfly, is a Milkweed butterfly of the Nym-
phalidae family. The Eastern North American monarch 
population is notable due to its annual southward migra-
tion in the late summer of each year, from the United 
States and southern Canada to Mexico, as it literally flies 
thousands of miles.

The Monarch undergoes four stages of complete meta-
morphosis; eggs which are laid along the southern migra-
tion route, on the underside of a Milkweed plant, Larvae, 
Pupa or Chrysalis which is a caterpillar within a silk pad 
which hangs upside down as the butterfly forms inside, 
and the adult butterfly which emerges approximately two 
weeks later.

Documented research over 
the last 30 years shows that 
the Monarch population has 

been on a steady decline. 

Documented research over the last 30 years shows that 
the Monarch population has been on a steady decline. 
Sadly, it is down 80 percent on average and 90 percent 
from the peak of the butterfly’s population. Factors con-
tributing to their decline are numerous. The three lowest 
overwintering populations on record were recorded in 
the last ten years including last winter’s all-time low of 
0.67 hectares. These migratory warm climate butterflies 
spend the winters in Mexico which has experienced 
unusual Pacific weather systems (in 2002, 2004, 2010) 
bringing heavy rain, hail, high winds, or freezing temper-
atures, devastating the Monarchs populations by as much 
as 80% in 2002 and 50 percent in 2010.

Illegal logging and a recent outbreak of Bark Beetles 
has compromised the forests in which the Monarchs 
overwinter as well. Loss of habitat in essential summer 
breeding grounds is another factor contributing to their 
decline. Approximately 6,000 acres of potential Monarch 
(pollinator) habitat is lost each day in the United States 
due to development - 2.2 million acres per year.

The loss of habitat due to the adoption of glyphosate 
tolerant corn and soybeans in the last ten years totals 
approximately one hundred million acres of lost habitat, 
the conversion of seven million acres of Conservation 
Reserve Program land to crops for the production of bio-
fuels also added to the loss, and alarmingly, less than one 
percent of native prairie lands exist losing approximately 
5,000 acres of this land per day to real estate and energy 
development, totaling an estimate in the past decade of 
one hundred and forty seven million acres of habitat lost 
for the Monarchs, pollinators and for the wildlife that 
share these habitats with them.

Synthetic pesticides called neonicotinoid are extremely 
toxic, systemic pesticides commonly used in the crop 
fields throughout the Midwest, poisoning the essential 
plants and food monarchs need in order to survive.

Thankfully, conservation organizations throughout the 
United States are on board in a vital reversal effort. The 
Aspetuck Land Trust (ALT) is one among them. This 
local nonprofit conservation organization, founded in 
1966, preserves open space in four of neighboring towns; 
Fairfield/ Southport, Westport, Easton and Weston. The 
ALT preserves these open spaces in order to provide 
passive recreation and educational opportunities allow-
ing the community an opportunity to learn about the 
miracle of nature, while also preserving the lands natural 
characteristics. ALT currently maintains 45 trailed nature 
preserves and other conservation-only properties on 
more than 1,700 acres of local land and has more than 
900 supportive members who contribute to their efforts 
through annual contributions.

“We have lots going on in our towns and every property 
matters,” explained David Brant, Executive Director of 
the ALT. The Sasqua Wildflower Garden encompasses 0.3 
acres and “is a lovely little property where we have been 
planting native plants to encourage more Monarch but-
terflies and other pollinators who need food along their 
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journey. It is now a registered Monarch Waystation.”

The Preserve provides Milkweed, nectar sources and 
shelter needed to help sustain Monarch butterflies as they 
migrate across North America to Mexico and back.

One such supportive volunteer involved in the 0.3 acre 
Sasqua Wildflower Preserve is Mike Wallace. “Monarch 
Waystations were started as a way to assist the migra-
tion of Monarch butterflies from Michoacán, Mexico to 
Canada and back,” Wallace said. “One of the significant 
factors in the Monarchs decline is the loss of milkweed 
due to pesticide/herbicide application diminishing the 
Milkweed, so they have many fewer places to lay their 
eggs along their route.

“Monarch Waystations  
were started as a way to 
assist the migration of 

Monarch butterflies from 
Michoacán, Mexico to 

Canada and back,”

Monarch Watch is a nonprofit education, conservation 
and research program based at the University of Kansas 
that focuses on the Monarch butterfly, its habitat and its 
spectacular fall migration.

“Their idea began as a waystation program to create 
these waystations all over the country that would provide 
enough space, shelter (tree’s, stone walls), Milkweed and 
nectar flowers.” Each butterfly generation only lives a few 
weeks. They start their migration northward, lay their 
eggs and die (life span of 2-6 weeks), the eggs hatch, and 
this will go on until the fourth generation, which is called 
the Methuselah generation. That generation will live 
much longer than the prior three.”

Monarch Watch Director, Chip Taylor explained, “Mon-
arch butterfly populations are declining due to loss of 
habitat. To assure a future for Monarchs, conservation 

and restoration of Milkweeds needs to become a national 
priority.” Monarch Waystations can be created on per-
sonal property, school and community grounds and need 
only a small area with which to grow. Monarch Waysta-
tion sells ‘Seed Kits’ for $16 which include 9 varieties 
of nectar and Monarch host plants as well as a detailed 
“Creating a Monarch Waystation Guide.” www.monar-
chwatch.org
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> C O M M U N I T Y  I N V O L V E M E N T

Teaching Children About Bees
For the second year this past June, Aspetuck Land Trust 
partnered with the Back Yard Beekeepers Association 
(BYBA) to host a bee hike for children in the Trout 
Brook Valley orchard where the beekeepers keep their 
hives. The hike was led by the Wannabees, a bee club 
for children ages 5-16, founded by Aspetuck Land Trust 
member Bob Kreitler. The Wannabees is sponsored by 
the Backyard Beekeepers Association, a regional bee 
club with over 400 members. Twenty-five children and 
parents attended the educational hike where Wannabees 
led a discussion about beekeeping using multiple exhib-
its. They also opened up one of their hives which was 
fascinating for all to watch.  The children ended with a 
fun walk to the blueberry patch and orchard at the top of 
the hill from which they could see Long Island Sound. 

To learn more about the Back Yard Beekeepers, visit 
www.backyardbeekeepers.com

Getting Kids Outside!
We have been hard at work developing new efforts to get 
more children outside in nature. Because families are so 
busy, spending time outside has to be a conscious choice. 
We want to make it easy for you to spend time outdoors 
with your children. That’s why we created a Children’s 
Activities page on our website to be your online guide 
for getting outside with your child. Please check it out. 
In 2016 we are creating a new interpretive nature trail 
for children and families at our Leonard Schine Preserve 
in Westport, which is also the location of our Natural 
Playground.

Aspetuck Land Trust member Bob Kreitler founded the Wannabees and 
is on the Backyard Beekeepers Board of Directors. 

Bee hike participants enjoying a new and unique experience.

A Wannabee showing hike participants the inner workings of a hive. 
Pretty cool!
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> C O M M U N I T Y  I N V O L V E M E N T

Coyote Talk Held at  
Weston Library
by Chris Sacco
ALT Summer Intern

This past spring we organized a talk on “Living with Coy-
otes” at the Weston Public Library. Chris Vann, a coyote 
expert from the CT Department of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection (CT DEEP) was the speaker. Coyotes 
have been in the news lately because there are more of 
them living near us. Despite their bad reputation and the 
fears that they engender, we can all follow some simple 
rules to safely live with these beautiful creatures in your 
backyards. Coyotes are opportunists and scavengers. 
Don’t leave any food unattended in your backyard. Avoid 
feeding dogs and cats outside and never feed coyotes (or 
any other wild animals—besides birds). Feeding a wild 
animal develops a relationship between humans and that 
animal, meaning they associate you with food. This will 
endanger you and your pets, as the coyotes will lose their 
natural fear and trepidation.

If you do have a pet be sure to bring them inside before 
dark. Living in the suburbs, we have to adapt to native 
animals. We are essentially carving out a niche in their 
living space. Bringing in your pets before dark will help 
to eliminate conflicts and potential pet fatalities. If you 
come face to face with a coyote, don’t back down or let 
your guard down. Make yourself as large as possible 
shout loudly at the coyote. What you do not want is the 
coyotes feeling that you are scared of them, or worse, are 
willing to feed them. If you enjoy nature, you want ani-
mals like coyotes close, but still in tune with their natural 
behavior. 

Whole Foods Donates 5%  
to Land Trust
On April 1, Whole Foods donated 5% of their sales from 
the Fairfield and Westport stores to Aspetuck Land Trust. 
Five Percent Days are part of Whole Foods commitment 
to support environmental and educational causes in our 
community. We received $9,581 from shoppers. Thank 
you for shopping at Whole Foods to support the Land 
Trust!

Chris Vann from the CT DEEP discusses coyotes at the Weston Library.

Aspetuck Land Trust Board members Letitia Carter (left) and 
Aili diBonaventura talk to customers about the Land Trust 
during 5% Day!

> l a n d  t r u s t  j o b

Do you have skills and some free time to help a great 
local organization? Aspetuck Land Trust is looking for 
a part-time volunteer who is detail oriented and has 
experience in marketing/communications and/or fund 
raising and grant writing. To help out, please contact 
David Brant at dbrant@aspetucklandtrust.org
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Blueberry Benefits for Land Trust 
Members Only

New in 2016: Our 1,000 
blueberry bushes in 
the Trout Brook Valley 
orchard will be available 
for picking by Aspetuck 
Land Trust members 
only. Blueberry yields 
were low this year due to 
drought, pests and theft, 

but we are working hard to make sure we have a good 
crop next year and are closing the patch to non-members. 
Make sure to renew your membership (or become a 
first-time member!) to have exclusive access to our deli-
cious blueberries! A Land Trust Member is a person or 
legal entity whose donation was received within the most 
recent twelve (12) month period. Blueberry season is 
July – August. So if you usually donate on December 1, 
for example, you are a member in good standing through 
Dec 1 of the following year. 

Make sure to renew your membership  
(or become a first-time member!) to have  

exclusive access to our delicious blueberries!

In 2016 we will offer Land Trust members multiple drive-
in picking dates and will open up the blueberry patch on 
weekends throughout the summer so you can hike in to 
pick berries. We know many people treasure the experi-
ence of hiking in to the blueberry patch to pick berries 
and we want to protect this unique and special opportu-
nity. Details to follow. 

Educational Hikes
Nearly 400 adults and children attended our 20 guided 
hikes this year which provide a great opportunity to get 
outside and enjoy nature. Our guided hikes run from 
spring through fall, are published on our website and are 
designed to highlight the habitats and natural features of 
our nature preserves. You can learn about bees, hawks, 
birds, butterflies, geology and natural history, vernal 
pools and amphibians, trout, dragonflies, salt marshes 
and blueberries. 

Butterfly hike leader Victor DeMasi at our annual butterfly hike at the 
34 acre Randall’s Farm Preserve in Easton donated by Joan duPont. 

ALT Welcomes New Board Member
Aspetuck Land Trust welcomes Ross Ogden as the newest member of our 
Board of Directors. A Fairfield County native, Ross moved to Easton in 2007 
with his wife, Ande, and their two daughters, Allie and Emma. Ross is passion-
ate about all things outdoors and knew he wanted to be more involved with the 
Aspetuck Land Trust after just a few evenings fishing for native trout on the 
Upper Mill River at our Warner Anglers Preserve in Easton. Ross says that what 
inspires him most about the ALT mission is not only the dedication to land 
conservation and protection, but also the organization’s efforts to better under-
stand the land it protects, to restore the land to a more natural state, and to edu-
cate members and the public about what makes natural open space so special.

Ross is a Partner with Abbey Road Advisors, a private real estate investment 
firm based in Fairfield, CT. He earned a Master’s in Business Administration with a dual concentration in Real Estate 
& Urban Development and Environmental Policy & Management from The George Washington University School of 
Business and an undergraduate degree from Dickinson College in Carlisle, PA. In his free time, Ross is either fishing, 
floating, camping or hiking.

New Land Trust board member Ross Ogden 
enjoying one of his favorite pursuits.
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Dear Aspetuck Land Trust,
It was a pleasure to meet you (David) yesterday. I wanted to follow up our conversation to let you know 
how much I appreciate the work the Aspetuck Land Trust has done in preserving our open space. I 
know you all walk a fine line between communities, members, neighbors, wildlife and of course the dog 
walkers. I am grateful you all have worked to include the two mile off-leash loop in Trout Brook. I have 
been walking the trails in Trout Brook since 2002. My family, including my dogs, value our time spent 
walking in the woods. I truly appreciate all the hard work you all put into making the space available for 
all to enjoy. 

        Jenny Goodwyn

Dear Aspetuck Land Trust,
I went for a nice long walk in the Land Trust’s Taylor Woods Preserve in Weston. I grew up on Fanton 
Hill Road in the 60s and 70s! It was such bliss seeing that this land has been preserved by Aspetuck Land 
Trust! I took a lot of pics and posted them on Facebook. Wow, what an experience! I’ve driven by the 
property a few times but this was my first time walking through it. I could almost hear my Dad’s voice 
calling our Gordon setter. Priceless! Yes, I’m going to donate! Thanks!

        Robin Curtis

Dear Aspetuck Land Trust,
I interned with you in 2014 on the orchard pollinator meadow project. I want to thank you so much for 
that experience. Having the opportunity to work with the Land Trust really opened my eyes to what I 
could do post grad school and it has really shaped my future. I now live in Lebanon, NH and after a lot 
of volunteering and interning I have just started my first Land Trust job with the Upper Valley Land 
Trust in Hanover as a Land Steward. More than almost anything else in grad school, working with 
Aspetuck Land Trust really influenced my career choices. During my job interview I spoke about the 
Aspetuck Land Trust and the pollinator project and how lucky I was to have that experience. They were 
intrigued by it and want to do some similar restoration projects. Anyway, a big thank you from me to 
you and everyone at ALT for showing me that the perfect job exists. Thank you again for everything.

        Alison Marchione

> l e t t e r s

CONNECT
Become a Fan of Aspetuck Land Trust on Facebook and sign up on our website to 
receive our e-news. wwwaspetucklandtrust.org 
We are Local. We are your Neighbors. We are your Land Trust.

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP?
If you are not among the 900+ current members of Aspetuck Land Trust we ask for your support. Simply  
complete and return the enclosed donation envelope, or visit our secure website at www.aspetucklandtrust.org 
to donate online. Donations are tax deductible and a receipt will be provided. Members receive a member  
decal, 4 town map and access to our guided hikes and member only blueberry patch. Yummy!
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P.O. Box 444 
Westport, CT 06881-0444

> i n  m e m o r i a m

Aspetuck Land Trust sadly announces 
the passing of Tom Lawton who worked 
with the Land Trust from 1997 to 2014. 
Tom designed many of the trails in 
Trout Brook Valley enjoyed by so many 
and was an important fixture at our an-
nual blueberry pruning which he skill-
fully led each spring. He spent many 
hours teaching hundreds of volunteers 
how to prune the blueberry bushes. He 
was ever patient and kind and never 
met a blueberry bush he couldn’t prune 
or a volunteer he couldn’t train! Tom 
also pruned the apple orchard in Trout 
Brook for many years and his expert 
pruning was responsible for coaxing 
many of the trees to produce apples 
again. Tom shaped the land we love and 
enjoy and we will always remember him 
with love and affection. 

Tom Lawton at a blueberry 
pruning session.

Tom taking down a tree.

Tom at his Land Trust retirement 
party where he was presented with 

an engraved brass lock. 


